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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


for  the  Urban  District  of  Little  Lever 
for  the  year  1949 


To  tho  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Littlo  Lever  Urban  District  Council: 


I  havo  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval,  my  report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of 
Littlo  Levor  during  tho  year  ended  December  31st,  1949* 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

The  area  of  tho  township  is  808  acres.  Tho  ostimatod  population 
is  4,758,  comparod  with  4,944  in  the  1931  census.  Thorc  arc  1,605 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district,  as  against  1,568  in  1948,  and  1,443 
in  tho  1931  census.  This  gives  a  rate  of  approximately  three  porsons 
per  house.  Tho  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £22,239,  and  tho 
sum  raised  by  a  penny  rate  is  approximately  £81 . 

Social  conditions  are  reasonably  good,  and  thorc  is  very  little 
unemployment.  Tho  district  is  mainly  industrial  in  character,  the 
main  industries  being  cotton  weaving,  paper  making,  cbonito  and 
plastics  manufacturing,  ohcmical  manufacturing  and  dairy  farming. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  1949  was  63,  as  against 
92  in  1948.  This  figure  is  made  up  of  34  males  and  29  females.  There 
were  3  illegitimate  births,  2  males  and  1  fomalc.  The  birth-rate  is 
13*2  per  1,000  of  population,  compared  with  19-3  in  1948,  and  a  mean 
rate  of  19.2  for  the  previous  five  years.  Tho  birth-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1949  wos  I6.7. 

Still  Births 


There  were  3  still  births  in  1949,  2  males  and  1  female.  This 
gives  a  rate  of  45  por  1,000  of  total  births,  compared  with  a  rate  of 
21  for  1948. 

Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1949  was  60.  This  number 
comprises  34  males  and  26  females.  This  is  a  decrease  of  18  on  the 
figure  for  1948.  The  death-rate  for  1949  is  12.6  per  1,000  of  popula¬ 
tion,  as  against  16.3  for  1948,  and  a  mean  rate  of  15.2  for  the  previou 
five  years.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949  was  11.7* 

The  average  age  at  death  in  the  district  was  66  years  for  males  and 
68  years  for  females,  approximately. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  the  ago  of  one  year,  in 
1949  was  Nil.  This  is  a  dcorcaso  of  3  on  the  figure  for  1948,  and  is 
equal  to  a  rate  of  Nil  per  1,000  of  live  births,  as  against  32  in 
1948,  and  a  mean  rate  of  48  for  the  previous  fivo  years.  The  infantile 
mortality-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949  was  32. 

Maternal  Mortality 

Once  again  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1949,  thus  giving  a 
Nil  rate  per  1,000  of  total  births,  the  some  as  in  1943,  and  a  moan 
rate  of  Nil  for  the  previous  five  years.  The  Maternal  Mortality- Rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1949  wa^  O.98  per  1,000  of  total  births. 


*  • 


Midwifery  Services 
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There  are  no  resident  nndwives  in  the  district,  but  there  are 
throo  midwives  on  the  list  of  midwive3  engaged  by  the  County  Council, 
who  reside  in  Famworth,  and  who  are  available  for  the  Little  Lever 
area.  All  three  are  readily  accessible,  as  they  aro  all  on  tho 
telephone.  The  service  provided  by  them  has  been  in  every  way 
efficient  and  satisfactory.  Many  maternity  cases  woro  admitted  to 
Townleys  Hospital,  Famworth,  and  to  other  Matomity  Homes  outside 
tho  district,  but  many  women  were  confined  in  their  o wn  homes. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Sorvi cos  for  the  District 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

Matomity  and  Child  Welfare 
Tuberou losis 
School  Clinic 
Venereal  Diseases 


Infections  Diseases 

The  following  table  gives  an 
Diseases  during  1 949 1  ~ 
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New  oases  and  Mortality  during  1949*” 
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At  the  end  of  1949,  tho  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  was  23,  comprising  18  Respiratory  Cases  and  3  Non-Respiratory 

Cases. 


Tho  Death-Rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  in 
1949  was  Nil,  as  againsc  Nil  per  1,000  of  population  in  1948,  and  a 
mean  rate  of  0.27  for  the  previous  five  years. 

Tho  Death-Rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949 
was  0.45  per  1,000  of  population. 


Causes  of  Death 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1949: 


Pis  oases  Causing  Death  Males 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  2 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  4 

Intra-Cranial  Vasoular  Lesions  3 

Heart  Diseases  12 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  4 
Bronchi tis  3 

Pneumonia 

Nephritis  1 

Violent  Causes  2 

All  other  Causes  3 

34 
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60 


There  wore  14  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1949,  compared  with  14  in 
1948.  Dais  gives  a  death  rate  of  2.94  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
against  2.93  in  1948,  and  a  mean  rate  of  1.82  for  the  previous  five 
yoars . 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

As  in  1948,  no  oases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  1949- 
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District  Nursing 

Ono  District  Nurso  is  resident  in  the  area.  As  irt  past  years, 
she  has  carried  out  her  duties  in  a  most  efficient  and  kindly  .manner, 
and  has  given  dovotod  service  to  the  community. 


Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services 

The  district  is  well  served  in  the  matter  of  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  no  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  getting  patients 
admitted  when  necessary.  The  ambulance  service  has  been  quite  adequate 
and  efficient  for  all  calls  made  upon  it. 


Adoptive  Acts  in  force 


Public  Health  Acts  ( Amendment  Act')  189O,  Part  4. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907,  Parts  2  and  4. 
Public  Health  Acts.  1929  (Part  2,  except  Sections  22  and  25). 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

Ihe  types  of  sanitary  accommodation,  with  the  numbers  of  each 
type  at  the  end  of  1949,  were  as  follows:- 


Privy  Middens . 2 

Closets  attached  to  these  Middons .  2 

Pall  Closets .  8 

Waste  Water  Closets . . . .  . .  68 

Fresh  Water  Closets. . . . .  1 ,622 

Movable  Ashbins . . . . . 1 , 598 


No.  of  houses  on  Water  Carriage  System . 1,595- 

During  the  year  one  privy  closet  was  converted  to  a  pail  closet, 
and  11  was te  water  closets  were  converted  to  fresh  water  closets. 


Sanitary  Inspection 

During  1949  the  number  cf  premises  visited  for  sanitary  inspections 
was  361.  As  a  result  of  these  visits,  53  defects  or  nuisances  were 
discovered.  Of  these,  45  were  abated,  through  the  issuing  of  31  informal 
notices,  and  2  statutory  notices.  No  legal  proceedings  were  required. 

Bakehouses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  boon  periodically  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  found  to  bo  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  There  are  seven  dairy  farms  in  the  district.  Two  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  for  testing  as  to  Tuberculosis,  but  both  were 
negative. 

Factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time, 
and  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Food  shops  have  also  been  inspected  and  have  been  passed  as 
satisfactory.  Owners  and  employees  have  been  instructed  as  to  the 
importance  of  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  foodstuffs. 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board's  mains, 
and  is  constant.  All  houses  are  directly  connected,  the  number  of 
houses  with  a  piped  supply  being  1,605*  Samples  of  the  water  supply 
wore  taken  during  1949  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis. 
Eleven  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  all  satisfactory, 
from  the  raw  water.  Of  the  Water  going  into  supply,  131  samples  wore 
taken,  and  of  these,  3  wore  found  bactcriologically  not  wholly 


. 
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Water  Supply  (cont. ) 

satisfactory.  Thirty  chemical  analyses  were  carried  out,  and  all  were 
found  to  bo  satisfactory.  All  v/ators  are  chlorinated,  and  any  waters 
liable  to  have  a  plumbo-3olvont  action  are  lime  treated. 


Sowap;o  and  Refuse  Disposal 

Scwago  disposal  was  quite  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Tho 
sewage  is  treated  by  screening,  sedimentation,  dosing,  filtration 
humus  tanks  and  clinker  beds.  No  extensions  to  tho  sowago  works  wore 
carried  out  during  194.9.  Samples  of  the  effluent  woro  tooted  periodi-- 
cally  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board,  and  woro 
classed  as  satisfactory.  There  are  a  few  isolated  cottages  without 
sewerage  systems  because  there  is  no  sower  in  the  vicinity. 

Tho  sewers  have  been  flushed  and  the  manholes  cleaned  from  time 
to  time,  and  measures  have  boon  talc  on  to  exterminate  rats. 

House  refuse  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  covered  motor  wagon 
each  week,  and  fortnightly  for  twenty  weeks  in  the  summer.  Privy 
closets  are  emptied  each  fortnight.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  on  waste  land. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Council  arc  members  of  the  Manches  ter  Rogional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee.  The  time  limit  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  two 
minutes  per  half  hour.  There  are  15  factory  and  works  chimneys  in  tho 
district,  and  nine  observations  were  made  on  these  during  tho  year,  but 
no  legal  proceedings  were  needed.  Personal  contact  is  made  with  works 
managers  and  firemen,  and  there  i3  willing  co-operation  from  all  in 
efforts  to  keep  o.tmospheric  pollution  as  low  as  possible. 


Housing 

Forty-fcur  new  houses  wore  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during 

1949. 

Number  of  Houses  jpwne d  by  Local  Autho rity 


1  •  Under  1 91 9  Scheme . . .  113 

2.  Under  Housing  Act,  1923 .  11 

3.  Under  Housing  Act,  1924 .  122 

4.  Erected  during  1936 . * .  3C 

5.  Erected  during  1937  . .  38 

6.  Erected  during  1938  . 34 

7.  Erected  during  1947  . 14 

8.  Erected  during  1948  . 32 

9.  Erected  during  1949  .  _ ^44. 

M2 


Housing  Conditions 

There  arc,  in  tho  district,  very  widely  differing  standards  of 
houses,  but  on  the  whole  tho  general  standard  is  fairly  good  and  is 
a  good  deal  bettor  than  some  other  industrial  areas  in  the  vicinity. 
Tho  commonest  type  of  house  is  the  four-roomed  cottage  containing  two 
bedrooms.  Th^ro  are  about  900  of  this  type  in  the  district,  but  at 
least  200  of  these  arc  in  a  very  poor  state  and  aro  well  below  tho 
general  standard.  The  main  defects  in  those  houses  are  dampness ,  lew 
ceilings,  old  age,  absence  of  bathrooms,  poor  sanitary  conveniences , 
absence  of  a  hot-wator  supply,  poor  water  pressure  and  bad  siting. 

Had  it  been  possible  to  proceed  with  Clearance  Schemes,  they  would  not 
now  be  standing.  It  is  impossible  to  males  them  fit  at  a  reasonable 
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Housing  (cont. ) 

cost,  as  many  of  them  are  more  than  100  years  old,  and  the  materials 
of  which  they  were  built  are  well  below  modern  standards.  Thus  they 
still  stand  as  silent  and  drab  witnesses  of  the  misdeeds  of  men  without 
any  vision,  whose  only  idea  appears  to  have  been  as  many  as  possible, 
as  cheaply  as  possible,  and  in  the  minimum  possible  amount  of  space. 
Living  conditions  in  them  are  extremely  poor,  and  are  most  detrimental 
to  the  rearing  of  healthy  families. 

Forty-four  new  houses  wore  built  by  the  Local  Authority  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  ninety  new  houses  built  since  the  end  of 
the  war.  The  Mytham  Road  Housing  Scheme  has  been  planned  to  hold  350 
houses,  for  which  number  there  is  a  pressing  demand,  but  a  rate  of 
building  of  30  houses  each  year  will  obviously  moan  a  long  period  of 
years  before  the  scheme  can  be  completed.  There  is  a  great  need  of 
three-  and  four-bedroomed  houses,  and  also  a  demand  for  small  houses 
to  accommodate  elderly  couples  and  single  elderly  persons.  The  erection 
of  blocks  of  flats  and  bungalows  in  small  rov^s,  with  communal  lawns  and 
gardens,  would  do  much  to  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  older  people. 


Town  Planning 

The  Council  appoint  a  representative  on  the  Divisional  Planning 
Committee  set  up  by  the  Council  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Aot,  1947.  There  are  frequent  discussions  between  the  two  bodies,  and 
the  Council  at  all  times  tries  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  Divisional 
Committee,  to  ensure  that  the  local  planning  is  in  line  with  County 
Planning. 


Djsinfeo  tion 

Thirty-nine  houses  wero  disinfected  during  the  year,  after  noti¬ 
fications  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Erysipelas.  The 
method  used  is  Formic  Aldehyde  in  the  sealed  room  of  the  house. 

One  house,  not  a  Council  house,  was  disinfoated  by  the  tenant 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  method  used  is 
D.D.T.  (G-eigy),  and  has  proved  satisfactory  in  use.  When  Hydrocyanic 
Acid  is  used,  it  is  carried  out  by  a  contractor.  Regular  visits  and 
inspections  are  made  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  after  the  disinfestation 
process  has  been  carried  out. 


Public  Health  Laboratory 

Apart  from  milk  samples  sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  amlysis,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  use  the  services  provided  by  the  Laboratory. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

A  number  of  children  were  iimunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the 
year,  but  as  this  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
(No.  11 ),  no  statistics  are  available.  As  in  1948,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
wore  notified  during  the  year. 
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General  Observations 


During  1949  the  general  health  of  the  district  was  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  The  birth-rate  for  the  district  compares  unfavourably  with 
that  for  England  and  'Wales,  but  the  death-rate  is  only  slightly  higher 
than  the  rate  for  the  country  The  average  age  at  death  was  higher  for 
males  in  1949  than  in  1942  (66  years  as  against  55  years),  and  for 
females  was  the  same  as  in  1942  (68  years J.  Both  the  Infantile  and 
Maternal  Mortality  Rates  compare  very  favourably  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales. 

There  was  an  epidemio  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever,  but  all  the 
cases  were  of  a  mild  type  and  do  not  call  for  any  special  comment. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  again  rather  high,  but  there 
were  no  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

As  in  1948,  only  limited  progress  was  made  in  housing  and  sanita¬ 
tion.  As  regards  sanitation,  we  have  now  scon  the  virtual  abolition  of 
the  detestable  privy  midden,  as  there  are  now  only  two  in  the  district 
compared  with  157  in  1928. 

In  the  matter  of  housing,  although  some  progress  was  made,  quite 
obviously,  the  results  achieved  are  disappointing.  There  is  still  a 
large  waiting-list  of  applicants  for  new  houses,  and  the  present  rate 
of  building  causes  little  diminution  of  the  swollen  list.  There  are 
nine  houses  in  the  district  where  overcrowding  has  been  found.  These 
nine  houses  involved  eleven  families  and  s:bcty-five  persons.  During 
the  year,  eight  cases  of  overcrowding,  in  which  forty  persons  were  con¬ 
cerned,  were  relieved.  There  is  still  a  grave  shortage  of  modem 
throe-  and  four-bedroomed  houses.  Th^re  are  still  far  too  many  old 
dilapidated  houses  which  call  for  demolition.  Until  the  building  rate 
improves  considerably,  the  old  houses  will  have  to  be  permitted  to 
remain,  and  that,  of  course,  moans  that  families  have  to  live  deprived 
of  those  standards  of  living  which  modern  timus  ought  to  bring  to  them. 

The  recreational  facilities  provided  by  the  Council  havo,  as  in 
past  years,  been  popular  and  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants.  Again  one 
has  to  deplore  the  paucity  of  these  facilities.  One  bowling-green  and 
a  playing-field  are  not  enough  for  a  community  of  close  on  5,^00  people. 
Tennis  courts,  football  pitches  and  concrete  cricket  pitches  for  the 
youth  of  the  district  would  be  welcomed  and  would  be  of  groat  benefit. 

The  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  provided  by  the  County  Council 
have  again  been  of  great  benefit,  but  one  still  has  to  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  hopelessly 
inadequate. 


W.  IOITERSHSAD,  M.B.  ,  Ch.B.  , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


28th  August,  1950* 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Little  Lever,  for  the 
year  1949,  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937* 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


7T 


t 

Premises 

U/g. 

i 

Number 

Number  of 

(D 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec tions 

(b) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 
pros  ecu  ted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  bo  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

11 

14 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories,  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

23 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  dther  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises) 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

"j 

TOTAL .  1 

1 

34 

29 

2 

Nil 

2.  CASHS  IN  YfflICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(if  defects  arc  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two, 
three  or  more  separate  occasions,  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases".  ) 


*r 


/ 


‘  j  . 

.V  ; 


PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 


(SECTIONS  110  and  111) 


Section  1 1 0 


Section  111 


Nature  of  Work 


00 

Wearing (Making ,  etc. 
Apparel (Cleaning  and 
(  Washing 
Household  Linen 
Lace,  Lace  Curtains 
and  Nets 

CUrtains  &  Fum.  Hangings 
Furniture  &  Upholstery 
Elec tro-plate 
Pile  Making 
Brass  &  Brass  Articles 
Pur  Pulling 
Iron  &  Steel  Chblcs  &  Chains 
Iron  &  Stool  Anchors  & 
Grapnels 
Cart  Goar 

Locks,  Latches  &  Keys 
Umbrellas,  etc. 
Artificial  Flowers 
Nets,  other  lhan  Wire  Nets 
Tents 
Sacks 

Racquet  &  Tennis  Balls 
Paper  Bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made  wholly 
or  partially  of  paper 
Brush  making 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 


Carding, &c. ,  of  Buttons  &&. 38 


Stuffed  Toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  &  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 
Crackers  &  Stockings ,&c. 
Textile  weaving 
Lampshades 


TOTAL. . . . 


No.  of  .  No.  of 
jou  t-wkrs.  ‘  cases  of 
■;in  August  default 
list  reqdJ  in 
by  Seotn.  sending 
1 1  0(  1  )(c):  lists  to 


the  Ccurcil  lists 


No.  of  !  No.  of 
Prosecu"  instances 
tions  j  of  work 
for  I  in  un- 
failure  i  wholesome 
to  supply,  premises 


Notices | Prose- 
served  icutions 


Signature:-  W.  MOTTZRSHEAD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Date:-  28th  August,  1950- 


